	Bob Mollette

3rd Ward Councilman
	1705 Franklin Blvd.                    Phone: 740-353-0099

Portsmouth, Ohio 45662            email: mollette@adelphia.net

Correspondence#:  05-010



November 2, 2005

Mayor Jim Kalb

City Building

728 Second Street

Portsmouth, Ohio 45662

Re:  Parking Issues for 17th Street Residents and SOMC Dialysis &
        Financial Services Facility Employees and Patients.

In an effort to resolve the parking issue for the residents near the above referenced facility I am seeking to understand the issue and to communicate with the parties involved.  Communication is a must! 

During the discussions, I discovered the parking issue has a history and needs to be resolved soon.  I believe residents appreciate SOMC’s existence in the community because of the needed services and jobs provided for the community.  I believe the residents are disconcerted because of the encroachment of their rights and common courtesy to park in front of their residence.  The above referenced facility requires parking for employees, patients to the Dialysis Medical Center, and patients conducting business at the Financial Services Facility.  The residents are disappointed the City did not address the parking issue prior to the facility construction whether through the Planning Commission or Engineering Office during the building permit approval stages.

It appears SOMC has been proactive in their attempts to resolve the parking issue but has been unable to obtain the desired properties for an overall plan.  SOMC is concerned with security for their employees if adjacent parking is not provided near the facility for the early morning arrival of employees (4:30am).  SOMC has parking in the neighboring area, but I am unsure if assigned parking for employees or if access through the Life Center has been considered.

A “Special Meeting” of the City Planning Commission was held on October 25, 2005 to discuss the razing of a structure at 1202 17th Street and utilizing this lot to improve the parking dilemma.  I was unable to attend this meeting but I prepared correspondence (#05-006) supporting the razing of the dilapidated structure and voicing a concern with the water runoff from the proposed asphalt parking lot.  During this meeting residents expressed serious concerns because of the dramatic downhill slope from 17th Street.  This lot, if used for parking, would create additional water runoff and safety concerns during the winter season (ice/snow).  I understand during the meeting the SOMC representative assured residents these issues could and would be addressed, including the privacy issue of the adjacent property owners from vehicles parking on the lot, whether from noise or headlights.
The Planning Commission approved the use of this lot for parking by a vote of two (2) to one (1).  Two (2) members of the Commission were absent.  Per the “Rules of Procedure” of the City Planning Commission adopted August 20, 2002, a quorum is at least three (3) members and a majority vote of a quorum constitutes a final vote of the Commission.  I believe these rules should be evaluated based on the requirement that a City Council quorum is four (4) and must obtain four (4) votes of the six (6) members to pass any legislation or resolutions.  I do not understand why a majority of the Planning Commission is not required to approve requests.
I am involved to assure my constituents’ concerns are addressed by the City and assist as needed in the resolution of adequate parking.  The City Engineering Department must review the design drawings for a building permit prior to construction if SOMC plans to utilize this lot for parking.  This would be the time to address these serious concerns.  Also my concern is providing SOMC or other companies in our community with adequate information and direction in a timely matter to avoid future conflicts.  Please address these issues and forward all related information to me.  

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.  If you should have any questions, an update, or comments contact me.

Respectfully,

Bob Mollette, 3rd Ward Council

rwm

cc:
Lela Perry, 3rd Ward Citizen Representative

Craig Gilliland, SOMC Facility Administration

Planning Commission

Engineering Department

Jo Ann Aeh, City Clerk (Record)
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