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3rd Ward Councilman
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Correspondence#:  05-008



October 24, 2005

Mayor Jim Kalb

728 Second Street

Portsmouth, Ohio 45662

Re:  City Improvements to Meet the Expanding Campus and Services at the
        Southern Ohio Medical Center
Dear Mr. Kalb,

It was recently reported Southern Ohio Medical Center (SOMC) was expanding their campus and services.  SOMC is planning for the future and moving forward with a ten year $69 million expansion project.  SOMC CEO acknowledged, “It took a good 12 months to put a plan together that would literally last 25 years and we’ve been operating off that since late 2001.  Every time we build something we look at that plan.”  Also articulated, the next phase of the expansion is to build a wing for Open Heart Surgery in 2008 with the ground breaking scheduled for the spring of 2006.  It is reported this new wing will provide the hospital with an additional 100 new beds, and include expanded emergency services and a chest pain ward.

It is good news for our community to receive the additional services that will be provided by this wing and the added jobs to our area, construction and permanent.  However, based on current sanitary sewer litigation against the City, I am inquiring about our plan to meet the future demands of SOMC and the impact on our city infrastructure.  The City must develop a plan to improve our infrastructure to meet the future demands on our services and protect our property owners without delay. 
Please provide a status of our efforts to coordinate and improve the City’s infrastructure to meet the future demands for an expanding SOMC campus and services.
If you should have any questions contact me.
Respectfully,

Bob Mollette, 3rd Ward Council
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Jo Ann Aeh, Record

Mr. Randy Arnett, SOMC President 
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