	Bob Mollette

3rd Ward Councilman
	1705 Franklin Blvd.                    Phone: 740-353-0099

Portsmouth, Ohio 45662            email: mollette@adelphia.net

Correspondence#:  05-002



October 3, 2005

Mayor Jim Kalb

2nd Street

Portsmouth, Ohio 45662

Re:  1803 Baird Avenue – Portsmouth, Ohio, Parcel ID:  31-2110-000---Ward 3

I am requesting your assistance to restore faith citizens have entrusted in their local government to enforce codified ordinances as needed to provide a safe environment for all.

I received a complaint last week prior to the Council meeting and with the complainant performed an informal inspection from the street at the above referenced house.  The complainant is a resident of Baird Street and stated this has been a problem for a number of years with no end in site.  The yard currently has knee-high grass and the structure is posted as unsafe/unsanitary with a faded sign on the front of the building.

On behalf of the resident, I requested records from the City Health Department and noted the following:

Date    Complaint Report #

Description




Resolved Date

8/24/98
#981641 - Dilapidated conditions, weeds, trash……
………………………..……………………...9/30/98

4/27/99   
#990662- Dilapidated conditions, Weeds, Car in the front yard……………………………………6/11/99

(#990824, 991012 resolved by #990662)

3/13/02   
#020335 – Reported rats running under residence…..Baited 3/14 & 4/04…. ……………………5/10/02

4/01/02   
MEMORANDUM (Health Dept) to Police Chief 4/01/02 Junk vehicle in yard..................................????

8/12/02   
#021468 – Pigeons everywhere and house is a mess……………………………………………….????

9/17/02
CERTIFIED MAIL from Health Dept. to owner requesting structure repairs to
eliminate pigeons…….threatening fine $100 and court costs……………………..Rechecked not in compliance.

9/24/02  
 #0217794 – Pigeons in and out of the attic…………………………………………………………..????

9/30/02   
#021818 – Reported dog in house over a month…owners not observed feeding. 

High grass documented in back yard………………………………………………………………..????

10/02/02
CERTIFIED MAIL from Health Dept. to owner stating structure will be condemned
due to the deficiencies unless action is taken.  Also noted solid waste, weed control,
gas meter removed, foul odor (animal waste and urine) from inside the structure,
extremely cluttered fire hazard, water service discontinued July 09, 2002.
10/11/02
#021900 – Dog left in the house…………………………………………………………   (See complaint #021818)

7/25/03
#030574 – Pigeons………………………………………………Inspected 7/30/03 (Noted “Remains Condemned”)

7/25/03
#030575 – Rats…………………………………………………………………………Baited 8/18/03 and 10/24/03

8/13/03
MEMORANDUM to Engineering, due to continuing complaints, to establish a date for the structure to be razed
6/11/04
DECLARED A PUBLIC NUISANCE after inspection by the City on June 11, 2004

9/27/05
MEMO from Engineering – File closed after violations cited were corrected August 2004.
An inspection of structure on 9/26/05 found no building code violations, except minor
repair to the garage door and front porch gutter.

I visited the Public Service Department on Friday (9/30/05) to gather any records or complaints relating to the above referenced property.  None documented at this time.  I presented a copy of the Engineering Inspection report dated 9/27/05 which indicated high grass, weeds, vines, and scrubs on enclosed photographs.

Enforcing the rules equally throughout the City to maintain a safe and environment supported by the Codified Ordinances for all must be a priority.  My informal review suggests adjacent homeowners maintain their homes within code.  The above reports express frustration by neighboring property owners and the drain on the limited resources the City has to enforce the codes.  Expectations need to be raised to avoid accepting the above as normal.  The City needs to find ways to work smarter on repeat offenders of the Codified Ordinances.
Please contact appropriate departments and reply with any suggestions and comments for improvements.

Respectfully,

Bob Mollette, 3rd Ward Council

rwm

Cc:
Solicitor David W. Kuhn

City Service Director Chris Murphy

City Health Department Bruce Spriggs

City Engineering Department Juanita Jewett

Baird Avenue Representative Dan Gilpin

City Clerk Joanne Aeh (Council)
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